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The Place To Be!
From the Principal...
I am honored to be the leader of a school with such a loving and caring staff and students who are eager to learn.  The 2016-17 school 
year at Theron Jones has been very exciting and full of adventure. Students and staff have set goals, and they are working nonstop to 
achieve them.
This is our second year as a Leader in Me School. We are creating a culture of leadership on the campus where students are taking 
responsibilities for their own actions. They are learning skills that will help them be successful now and in the future. These skills are 
taught through the 7 Habits.
•	 Habit	 #1	 Be	 Proactive:	 You choose your actions, attitudes, and 

moods. The students learn that they are in charge of themselves. 
They can’t blame others for their problems.

•	 Habit	#2	Begin	with	the	End	in	Mind:	Plan ahead and set goals. Ask 
your students about their goals.

•	 Habit	#3	Put	First	Things	First:	Work first, then play. Students learn 
to do the things they have to do, before they can do what they 
want to do. 

•	 Habit	#4	Think	Win-	Win:	Everyone can win. It’s not my way or your 
way, it’s about finding a third alternative that is mutually beneficial.

•	 Habit	 #5	 Seek	 First	 to	Understand,	 Then	Be	Understood:	listen 
before you talk. Students learn to be good listeners.

•	 Habit	#6	Synergize: Together is better. Students learn to work as part of a team.
•	 Habit	#7	Sharpen	the	Saw: Balance feels best. Students learn there is a time to work and play.

We would greatly appreciate your help in developing our students into leaders by using these habits at home with your child/children. 
There are several other ways that you can continue to help us make this year successful for your child. 
•	 Readers	Become	Leaders:	It is our goal that all students are reading on grade level by the end of the school year. We can’t do this 

alone. We need your help. Please read to and with your child daily. Kindergarten students are expected to read 30 wpm (words per 
minute), 1st grade 60 wpm and 2nd grade 90 wpm by the end of the school year.

•	 Behavior:	Please talk to your child(ren) about the importance of making good choices and being respectful towards adults and 
other students. It is very difficult for teachers to focus on academics when they have to spend a lot of their time dealing with 
discipline issues. When this happens, the entire class suffers. 

•	 Attendance	counts:	Please make sure your child is at school every day and on time. Students who are absent, late or leave early miss out 
on valuable classroom instruction. Rewards are being given to students throughout the school year for being present the entire day. 

There is always something great happening at TJELC! We invite you to participate in all of the programs and activities that we have 
planned for the remainder of the school year. We want to work hand in hand with our parents and community. Please join us on April 25 
from 9:00-10:30 for our 2nd Leadership Day. This is our biggest event of the year. Students will showcase their leadership skills on this day. 

     Melodie White
       Principal
       Theron	Jones:	Learn	and	Lead!	
	 	 	 	 	 		Changing	Lives,	ONE	Student	at	a	Time!!!	



Habit 2 ~ Begin with the End in Mind
to Begin with the End in Mind means to start with a clear understanding of your destination.  What do you 
imagine for your future? Setting a goal, putting a plan in place, and taking steps in the right direction will 
ensure you reach your goal.

In September, Our campus set a goal with a clear end point and deadline.  Our goal is to reach 3,750 Accelerated 
Reader points by May 15th.  Students are rapidly nearing that goal with 2914 AR points as of March 3rd.   By 
having checkpoints we have stayed on track and students can continuously monitor their progress.
  
At Theron Jones, we begin each day with the end in mind. Both teachers and students begin with a clear vision 
of their desired outcomes, have plans in place, and move forward by doing what is needed to make things 
happen. 

One effective way to incorporate Habit 2 into your life is by developing a Personal Mission Statement. It keeps 
you focused on your goal and it is your plan for success. 

       Karen Downs 
       elar instructional coach

Habit 1 ~ Be Proactive
Second grade has been amazing this year. We have had so many kids mature and 
grow into awesome leaders. One thing that we have definitely noticed, is the 
students using Habit 1 more frequently.  Habit 1 is to be proactive.  This means that 
students realize they are responsible for their actions, attitude and behavior. They 
also realize that the outcomes of things in their lives depends largely upon their 
choices.  It is very empowering for kids to realize that they control their destiny.

So many of our students have taken ownership of their education by doing additional 
work at home to improve at reading.  We have students asking for books to take 
home (on top of their library books) so they can read more at home.  Students are 
asking for things they can practice at home to get better at math.  It is exciting to 
see how these kids are developing as students and as leaders.

During our Black History Program last month, some of our kids really impressed the 
staff.  We added a song at the last minute and the kids were struggling with it.  We 
considered scratching the song, but a group of our kids took it upon themselves to 
go home and rehearse that song until they were confident they could perform 
it.  They did an amazing job when they performed and made us very proud.

      Mandi Keilbach
        second Grade



Habit 3 ~ Put First Things First
Our students have been learning how to spend time on what’s most important. 
Putting first things first reminds students to complete their work before they 
play. Teaching students how to prioritize their activities is important for their 
success in school and in the future. Have you ever felt like you had so much 
to do yet seem to get nothing accomplished? Creating a weekly schedule can 
make a huge difference in your ability to effectively check off that to do list. We 
all have big rocks which include the most important things we need to do and 
spending time with the people we love. Little rocks seem to take our focus off 
of the big rocks like playing games, watching TV, and social media. These are 
not bad activities but if we have not taken care of the big rocks first, the little 
rocks will distract us from accomplishing our highest priorities. You are on the 
road to becoming highly effective when you put first things first.   

      Marsha Geraci
    math instructional coach

Habit 4 ~ Think Win-Win
Jump Rope for Heart encourages the students to think Win-Win.  This habit implies 
that if we work together, everyone can win.  As supporters of the American Heart 
Association, we help teach our students and families how to take care of their hearts 
through this program as well as helping others.   

The community service programs of the American Heart Association teaches our kids 
many valuable lessons.  They discover the importance of taking care of their heart 

and how it works.  They also learn about heart-healthy habits and fun ways 
to be physically active.  Our students can identify those things that cause 
harm to their precious hearts.  

The community service programs also give our students a sense of 
purpose.  They feel they are making a difference in the lives of others.  
The funds that they raise, support the heart association research and 
education initiatives that save lives in our community.  Heart disease is 

the No. 1 killer of all Americans and more people die 
of heart disease than all forms of cancer combined.  
the american heart association is second in funding 
research in heart disease and stroke.  Additionally the 
school earns money for PE equipment so that we can 
keep our kids MOVING!

    Charlene Collins
    Pe teacher



Habit 5 ~ Seek First To Understand     
         Then To Be Understood
Words are like toothpaste, easy to squeeze out but they can never be 
put back into the tube. 

Words are the most powerful tool that we have. Before we speak 
to our friends we should seek to understand how our words will 
make them feel. The words we use make our friends happy or sad. 
As friends we sometimes say or do things we don’t mean to do. 
Sometimes we may not seek to understand our friends’ feelings. It is 
times like these that we need to use our words and talk to our friends 
so that we can seek to understand their feelings and they can seek to 
understand our feelings.

It is important to Seek First to Understand with your ears, eyes, and 
heart. By seeking first to understand, you begin to know how another 
person is feeling and understand why he or she is feeling that way. 

…please	listen,	and	just	hear	me.	
And	if	you	want	to	talk,	

wait	a	minute	for	your	turn,	
and	I	will	listen	to	you.

from “Please listen”
-author unknown

Melinda Hornbeck
Assistant Principal 



Habit 6 ~ Synergy
Kindergarten is Synergy!

It’s no secret that Kindergarten loves displaying the 7 Habits! From using the Leader in 
Me Resources to web characteristics of the 7 Habits of Happy Kids, to understanding 
Habit 5 by “Throwing Kindness like Confetti” Kindergarten is springing into the rest of the 

semester with the 7 Habits in tow! 

In Mrs. Burgess’ class, students synergized to create a bubble map giving the topic and 
details of a chosen expository text. In Mrs. Thurston’s class, students created a lotus 
diagram of the characteristics of their favorite habit. 

In some classes, such as Mrs. Hopson’s, students have created a few 7 Habit centered 
projects. In pairs, students created a pictograph using stickers and drew conclusions from 
the data. When presenting their graphs, students were asked which habit did they exhibit 
and what is it’s importance.

“We used Think Win-Win,” stated Addyson Muldrew with her partner De’Sean Tucker. 
“De’Sean sorted the bugs (stickers) and I  took the stickers off. Then we both graphed them.”

Using the habits give the students a greater understanding of not only important character traits such as honesty, 
sensitivity towards others feelings, and a sense of responsibility, but a solid foundation in their future adult lives.

Many parents wonder if the habits can be effective outside of school. The answer is yes! The 7 Habits of Happy Kids 
is a great and necessary tool resource for home and school. Its’ usage in vocabulary and home can help establish a 
greater connection between school and home. As the author Stephen Covey says, “Is leadership a job, or a choice?” 
Applying the 7 Habits of Happy Kids in your home can wield successful results. The choice is yours! 

      Paige Hopson
      Kindergarten

100 Days of School 
1st grade participated in the 100th day of school by allowing our students to wear a 
shirt with 100 things on it. We were so proud to see how our students and parents 
synergized together to make our 
students look fabulous on the 
100th day of school. Thank you 
to those parents who helped 
our students make their shirts. 
students also synergized during 
the day to complete various 
activities, and ended the day with 
a 100th day parade! 

Ashley Sims 
1st Grade



Dates to Remember...

Habit 7 ~ Sharpen The Saw
This year’s first grade program is “It’s a Hit.” In this musical, the cast consists of a 
group of young baseball players who learn valuable lessons about teamwork and 
sportsmanship as well as problem solving, decision making, and focus. As with 
any program, practice makes perfect. The students are able to learn 
more about Habit #7 as they work towards their final performance. 
Each practice session requires students to be mentally and physically 
prepared for speaking, singing, and kinesthetics. 

As with all sports, baseball demands balance. Athletes must be well 
rested, healthy, and focused so that they perform at 100% of their 
abilities. The most successful are driven, and strive to better themselves 
with each crack of the bat. The first graders of Theron Jones ELC are 
finding out that Sharpening the Saw happens in all aspects of life; 
in particular, their first grade program. Preparing for their big night, just 
as a baseball player prepares for the big game. With a balance of mind, 
body, and soul, our students are able to take their potential to new heights 
everyday. They continue to Sharpen the Saw.

     Lynzi Bunger
     Fine Arts Teacher

APRIL	3
Spring	Book	Fair

APRIL	4
Kindergarten	Round	Up	

APRIL	6
“It’s	A	Hit”	
First	Grade	

Fine	Arts	program
5:30 p.m.

APRIL	7
Kindergarten	Awards	Program

9:00 a.m.
First	Grade	Awards	Program

1:00 p.m.
Second	Grade	Awards	Program

2:00 p.m.
End	of	5th	grading	period

APRIL	10
6th	grading	period	begins

APRIL	12
Kindergarten

Cap	&	Gown	Pictures
8:00 a.m.

APRIL	13
Student	Led	-	Parent	Conferences

4:00 p.m.

APRIL	14
Bad	Weather	Day

APRIL	17
Principal	Leader’s	Luncheon

11:30 a.m.

APRIL	18
Campus	Quality		

Improvement	Committee	
Spring	Meeting

4:00 p.m.

APRIL	21
Perfect	Attendance	Movie

2:00 p.m.

APRIL	25
Leadership	Day

9:00 a.m.

MAy	5	
Perfect	Attendance	

Water	Day

MAy	9
WIG	Celebration	Game	Day	Truck

MAy	15
Principal	Leader’s	Luncheon

11:30 a.m.

MAy	18
Track	and	Field	Day	

Kindergarten

MAy	19
Track	and	Field	Day
First	&	Second	grades

MAy	22
Second	Grade	Awards	Program

9:00 a.m.

MAy	23
First	Grade	Awards	Program

9:00 a.m.

MAy	24
Kindergarten	Graduation

9:00 a.m.
BURGESS,	PHILLIPS,	SHAFFER,		

&	HOPSON’S	CLASSES
Early	Release	Day

12:00 a.m.

MAy	25
Kindergarten	Graduation

9:00 a.m.
GILL,	EDMONDS,	THURSTON,		
&	GONzALEz’S	CLASSES

Early	Release	Day
12:00 a.m.

End	of	6th	grading	period

MAy	26
Bad	Weather	Day



Join our official  
TISD Facebook Page

Follow our official
TISD Twitter Feed

Visit our 
official Website Watch us on

www.txkisd.net CableOne
Channel 17

facebook.com/TexarkanaISD twitter.com/TexarkanaISD



Theron Jones Early Literacy Center thanks all of our
2016-17 Partners In Education Business Partners

for their continued support of our students and staff.
Platinum level:  Businesses, organizations or individuals that support campus and district goals with significant resources  

that impact student and/or teacher learning and achievement district wide. 
amiCaeS of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, inc. 

Boy Scouts of america
Calvary Chapel texarkana

Capital One Bank 
Centre West Baptist Church
Cross Pointe Baptist Church 

Domino Federal Credit union 
DOmtaR 

express Personnel Services
FaStSiGnS

First Baptist Church – Club 29:11
First Baptist Church – Wake village

Gamma Kappa Zeta Chapter of
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, inc. 

Girl Scouts Diamonds
Golden Circle Sunday School Class 

Harvest texarkana 
Healthcare express

Hopewell Cme Church
Kappa Gamma lambda Chapter of

alpha Phi alpha Fraternity, inc. 

Kappa Psi Omega Chapter of 
alpha Kappa alpha Sorority, inc. 

Kelli ashbrook State Farm 
Ben King

KZRB-Fm Radio Station
landmark Pentecostal Church 

Derrick mcGary
 mt. Orange Baptist Church 
nash First Baptist Church 
Oak Street Baptist Church

Rawls insurance and Financial Services
Red River Federal Credit union

Regions Bank 
Sam’s Club 

teXaR Federal Credit union
texas a&m university PeP mentor Program 

texarkana alumni Chapter of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, inc.

texarkana alumni Chapter of 
of Kappa alpha Psi Fraternity, inc. 

texarkana College 
texarkana iSD maintenance Department 

Theta upsilon Chapter of  
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, inc. 
twice as nice music academy 

united Way of Greater texarkana
viPS Dash for Cash Scholarship Run 

viPS-Spring lake Park elementary School
viPS-texas middle School
viPS-texas High School

viPS-Theron Jones early literacy Center
viPS-Highland Park elementary School

viPS-martha and Josh morriss 
mathematics & engineering elementary School

viPS-nash elementary School
viPS-Paul laurence Dunbar 

early education Center
viPS-Wake village elementary School

viPS-Westlawn elementary School
Wells Fargo Bank

Westside Church of Christ 
Williams memorial united methodist Church 

GOlD level: Businesses, organizations or individuals that support campus and/or district goals through student and teacher incentives,
New Teacher Orientation, Lunch with TISD’s Finest, in-kind donations and discounts to staff. 

9 Round Fitness 
a touch of Health

at&t Wireless 
albertsons 

alexander’s Jewelers
alison’s Party Supply

all Rhythm Dance Studios
american Signs & Banners

amigo Juan Café
anytime Fitness Richmond Road 

anytime trainer 
applebee’s neighborhood Grill 

ark-tex Councils of Government
auntie anne’s Pretzel

BJaxx 
Best Western – Crossroads Park

Blue Canyon Pools 
Buffalo Wild Wings

Burger King
BWi Companies inc 

CableOne 
Candlewood Suites – Cowhorn Creek loop

CaSana 
Chicken express (2 locations)
Chick Fil-a Richmond Road 
Children’s Beginnings, inc.

Christopher & Banks 
Christus St. michael Fitness Center

CiCi’s Pizza
Clarion laCrosse Hotel

Classic Car Wash & express Oil Change Center
Colonial Cleaners (6 locations)

Comfort Suites Hotel
 Cooper tire Service Center

Courtyard marriott
Copeland’s of new Orleans texarkana
Daines insurance & Financial Services

Domino’s Pizza
Dixie Diner

e-Z mart Stores 
eden Bubble tea 

elite Challenge Studios 
enterprise Rent-a-Car

escape texarkana 
Firehouse Subs

Flanagan’s Shenanigans 
Fountain Therapeutic Center 
Four States living magazine 

Gateway tire Service 
Gayle’s Cosmetics

Glass Doctor of texarkana
Golden Chick 

Gusanos Chicago-Style Pizzeria
Hampton inn & Suites 

Holiday inn express
Housing authority of texarkana, texas 

image Forward Photography 
Jason’s Deli

Jimmy John’s
Julie’s Deli

Junior league of texarkana
Kool Smiles 

Kristy Smith State Farm
larry Oxford - State Farm 

las Colima’s mexican Food
little Caesar’s ( 2 locations)

lone Star trophy & engraving
mary Kay Beth Greening 
mary Kay Kim Huggins

mcalister’s Deli 
mcDonald’s Family Restaurant

midSouth Bank
mooyah Burgers 

mr. Speedy Car Care
Orange leaf 

Organic Gold
Old navy

Olive Garden 
Oubre animal Clinic

Pace Glass
Patterson Pest Patrol

Papa murphy’s 
Papa Poblanos mexican Grill

Pediatric Dentistry of texarkana
Pepsi Bottling Company 

Phone Pros 
Pillow termite & Pest Control 

Pizza inn
Pleasant Grove Florist 

Pop Pop Shoppe 
Premiere Cleaners 

Progressive Hair Design
Renew medical Spa

Residence inn- marriott
Serendipity Salon

Silver Spoon

Skate america
Slim Chickens 

SmileS of arkansas Dental Center 
Sports magic, inc.

Sprint together with nextel
St. lukes united methodist Church 

Starbucks 
Subies Deli & Grill

Superior Health Plan
Super Splash Car Wash

taste and See 
texarkana Community Journal 

texarkana embroidery & Graphics
texarkana Golf Ranch

texarkana JiuJitsu
texarkana Krav maga 

texas Roadhouse
The Kids Spot 

The Oil Changer
townsplace Suites marriott

traditions 
tRaHC

twin Cities taekwondo
vanderhoof tree, lawn & landscape 

verizon Wireless
vision Souce 

Wally’s Card & Party Factory
Walmart 
Wendy’s 

Whatley Sign Company 
Wingstop (2 locations)


